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Fire Watch Requirements

📘 Definition (IFC 202)
Fire Watch:
A temporary measure intended to ensure continuous and systematic surveillance of a building or portion thereof by one or more qualified individuals to identify and control fire hazards, detect early signs of unwanted fire, raise an alarm of fire, and notify the fire department.
⚠️ General Requirements (IFC 901.7)
🔹 When a fire protection system is out of service, the fire department must be immediately notified.
🔹 The building shall be either evacuated, or an approved fire watch shall be provided for all affected areas.
🔹 Fire watch personnel must have no other duties, must remain on-site and alert, and must have reliable communication with emergency services.
🔹 The fire watch is required to have access to at least one approved means of communication and must be familiar with the facility and emergency procedures.
🔹 The fire watch must document patrol rounds and submit reports as directed by the Fire Marshal’s Office.

🔥 Fire Watch Responsibilities During an Outage
🔺 Establish, instruct, and maintain qualified fire watch personnel.
🔺 Notify the monitoring company.
🔺 Notify building occupants of the outage.
🔺 Contact a licensed contractor to repair the affected fire alarm or fire suppression system.
🔺 Notify the Midland Fire Marshal’s Office when the system is taken out of service and again once the system is fully restored by calling (432) 685-7333 during business hours.
🔺 If the outage occurs after normal business hours, on a weekend, or a holiday, notify dispatch at the non-emergency number: (432) 685-7108.

📝 Recordkeeping
A Fire Watch Log must be maintained on-site and be readily available for inspection at all times during the fire watch period.

🔹 While the building is occupied, patrols must be conducted and documented every 15 minutes.
🔹 For unoccupied buildings, patrol intervals may be extended to every 30 minutes.
🔹 Use the Midland Fire Department Fire Watch Log Sheet for documentation.
🔹 The form and additional guidance can be obtained by contacting the Fire Marshal’s Office at (432) 685-7333 or by emailing firemarshal@midlandtexas.gov.
✅ Cancellation of Fire Watch
A fire watch must continue until all fire protection systems are restored to normal operating conditions and verified by a licensed contractor.

Before canceling the fire watch, the owner or authorized representative must notify the Midland Fire Marshal’s Office.
After-hours notifications must be made to Midland Fire Dispatch at (432) 685-7108.

🔄 All fire watch log sheets must be submitted to the Midland Fire Marshal’s Office upon cancellation of fire watch.
These can be submitted via:
📧 Email: firemarshal@midlandtexas.gov
📠 Fax: (432) 685-7333
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